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Hi. My name is Peter Furstenberg.

I want to start by thanking you for 
taking the time to view my LEGO 
Portfolio. I am a South African 
fan of LEGO, collector and MOC 
builder.

As with many kids, LEGO has 
been a big part of my childhood. 
I grew up with a handful of sets,  
which turned into many creations. 
The only limitation was my 
imaginatioan.

I started my collection of LEGO in 
my early 20s, around 1999, where 
a few Technic and Star Wars 
caught my eye. I added sets over 
the years, mostly focussing on the 
bigger sets. I’ve been consistently 
adding to the collection over the 
last 20 years. Today I focus mainly 
on the modular building sets and 
larger sets that catch my intention.

Around four years ago, I joined the 
zaLUG (South African LEGO User 
Group) and discovered a whole 
new family of like-minded LEGO 
fans like me. My focus turned 
to MOC building around a year 
and a half ago, mainly focussing 
on modular builds. With much 
interest around my work, I was 
asked to design a model for the 
new LEGO Certified Store in 
Canal Walk, Cape Town.

In 2019 my interest in the 
LEGO community started to 
grow. I have some background 
in television production and 
decided to produce a YouTube 
show called BlockBlaze. It revolves 
around the South African LEGO 
community through interviews 
and showcasing their interests and 
work.





South African LEGO User Group 

Builder of  the Year 2019
 

On 30 November 2019, I was recognised as 
the South African LEGO Group’s Builder of 

the Year. I am humbled by this recognition 
by the community and grateful for the 

opportunity to showcase my work.



Commissioned Work
Discover some of my best  
projects in 2019



Spirit of the Bo-kaap
LEGO® Certified Store - Canal Walk, Cape Town



Spirit of the Bo-kaap

Introduction

“Spirit of the Bo-kaap” was 
commissioned for the 

LEGO® Certified Store. 
The model contains 

roughly 13,750 pieces 
and celebrates one 

of Cape Town’s most 
iconic regions, the Bo-

Kaap, characterised 
by its colourful houses 

around the district. The 
model includes an artist’s 

impression of 5 iconic houses in 
Wale Street, a block away from the Bo-

Kaap Museum. The houses were chosen for 
their vibrancy and colour, capturing the colourful 

essence of the region.

It took 110 hours of design time to create this model, using Studio. 
Every building contains detailed exteriors as well as interiors, telling fun 

and vibrant stories. The longer you stare, the more you notice.



Spirit of the Bo-kaap

Software

Software like Bricklink’s Studio 
is indispensable in the design 
process, not having access to bricks 
beforehand to test out designs. Rapid 
iteration and prototyping help to 
give the client peace of mind and it 
becomes easy to test out new design 
ideas on the fly.

I opt to use Studio as it offers 
incredibly realistic render capabilities 
to see the design in as much detail as 
possible. Furthermore, the ability to 
compile a part list makes the process 
of sourcing the parts a lot easier.

Software Viewport

3D Render

3D Render

3D Render

3D RenderReal Model



Spirit of the Bo-kaap

Original Design

The original vision for the model was larger than 
what was finally approved and built. This version 
of the model contained 11 buildings from the 
intersection of Wale and Chiappini street in Cape 
Town. The decision to reduce the size of the model 
came after final confirmation of the amount of 
floor area available for the display.

The buildings were interpreted from  
Google Maps 3D information and  
photographs from the internet.

Google Maps 3D View

Google Maps Street View The original model



Spirit of the Bo-kaap



Spirit of the Bo-kaap



Spirit of the Bo-kaap

Instructions

A full set of instructions were created 
for this project for two reasons. The 
first is to simplify the building phase. 
The second is to provide the client 
with a set of instructions in case 
the model got damaged during the 
courier process. The model was build 
in Centurion, Gauteng and had to be 
transported to Cape Town.  

In fact, one of the buildings did end 
up damaged in transport, and these 
instructions played a massive roll in 
repairing the model.



Spirit of the Bo-kaap

The archway

The archway is another gem in this model. In real life, portraits of 
people are pained on the walls. I took the time to photograph many 
of the minifigs in the model and gave them their own gallery in the 
archway.  It’s just another way the layers of complexity comes to life.



School Project
Vumatel - Johannesburg



School Project

Introduction

The School project was commissioned by Vumatel, 
an optical fibre company in Johannesburg. They 
requested the model as a thank you gift to 
Cool Ideas, a data provider, as an 
acknowledgement of their 
contribution to the 
work they do. Vumatel, 
as part of a social 
responsibility project 
to provide free internet 
to schools in South 
Africa, is responsible for 
installing the physical 
connections. Cool Ideas, 
in turn, provides internet 
connectivity.

The model contains 
approximately  
10,000 pieces.



School Project

Software Viewport 3D Render

Final Model



School Project



Smaller Projects
Digital Builds



Smaller Projects

The Leonardo

I was approached by the Legacy Group 
to create a microscale version of a new 
55 storey skyscraper, the Leonardo. 
This iconic building reaches a height of 
234 meters, 11 meters taller than the 
current tallest building in Africa.

Two versions of this building were 
designed, 32cm and  24cm tall.



Smaller Projects

Kwêla Studio

I had the privilege of being 
interviewed by Kwêla, a South African 

magazine program about my LEGO 
passion. The producer through it 

would be cool if I could create a LEGO 
model of their studio to show off  

my skills.

The real studio



My Own Creations
Creative free-builds with 
no pre-design process



The Market
Modular MOC Building



The Market

The model

I built the Market as an entry into the 
South African Brickfair 2019 and won first 
place. It features a three-storey building 
with a supermarket as well as an adjacent 
house. This entry is packed with incredible 
detail around every corner and promises 
not to disappoint.

It’s currently gaining support on LEGO 
Ideas and was featured as a Staff Pick of 
the Day on 14 November 2019.

Gaining support on

http://lego.build/2NJPJYM



The Market

The Exterior

The shop exterior features a beautiful 
three-storey curved glass window 
giving the interior plenty of light. Each 
storey looks out directly over the 
street. The adjacent house is slightly 
less elaborate and has a two-storey, 
somewhat European feel. The shop’s 
3rd storey walks onto a rooftop 
terrace ontop the house where 
minifigs can have a quiet moment to 
enjoy a purchased snack overlooking 
the city. The street is bustling with 
people shopping and even a tourist 
taking selfies. Behind the house, some 
kids are playing with a ball.



The Market

The Market Interior

On the bottom floor is a magazine 
wall, some soft drinks, umbrellas, 
flowers, sweets and of course the 
check-out point. The shop interior has 
a stylish modern feature wall. This 
motive repeats on each floor. 

The first floor features fresh produce. 
Here minifigs will find some raw meat, 
bread, vegetables as well as coffee and 
some baked goods. 

The 3rd floor features a toy aisle, 
baking aids, cleaning products and 
some other general items. It has a door 
onto the rooftop terrace overlooking 
the city.



The Market

The house interior

The bottom floor of the house 
features a quint kitchen with a few 
cabinets, a stove hob, kitchen sink 
and a kitchen table. A stylish staircase 
leads upstairs.

On the second floor is a bedroom with 
a stylish en-suite bathroom.



The Market



Turkish Bazaar
Modular MOC Building



Turkish Bazaar

The Bazaar

This modular building was inspired 
by memories from a trip to Turkey a 
few years back. What really stood out 
was the vibrancy, colours and smells 
of the grand bazaar in Istanbul. The 
bazaar celebrates some iconic Turkish 
moments, from a towel shop, shisha 
and tobacco shop, perfumes, spices, 
Turkish lights and fresh produce. 



Turkish Bazaar

The Restaurant

The upper floor features a restaurant 
we frequented a few times. It’s a really 
different experience of going to a 
restaurant where you can’t purchase 
liquor. Still, you can order some 
sheesha and hang out with friends 
and play board games, while enjoying 
amazing hot chocolate and food.



Turkish Bazaar



Pizza Restaurant
Modular MOC Building



Pizza Restaurant

Building

Pizza is undoubtedly one of my 
favourite foods and is represented in 
this fast-food Pizza Restuarant. The 
build is one of the smallest modular 
buildings I have designed thus far. It’s, 
however, packed with detail all over.



Pizza Restaurant

The roof

The roof has one of the most 
ambitious techniques I have yet 

attempted. Each tile is represented by 
a 1x1 cone, creating a ceramic roof tile 

feel to the front roof. When removing 
the roof, it separates into two parts.



Pizza Restaurant



FroYo Parlour
Modular MOC Building



FroYo Parlour

Frozen Yoghurt

Sometimes inspiration comes from the 
least expected places. This modular is 
undoubtedly one of those! The idea 
was born after a friend invited me to 
have some frozen yoghurt at a local 
mall. I had a surplus of pink tiles and 
had no idea what to do with them. This 
design just seems to be a match made 
in heaven between the experience and 
an explosion of pink.



FroYo Parlour

The Bookstore

The second storey also came out of 
nowhere after a friend suggested 
I should try a bookstore. The idea 
quickly started to take shape and even 
pay homage to Clockwork Orange 
with an easter egg. It’s complete with a 
reading couch and a coffee station.



FroYo Parlour



Chinese Restaurant
Modular MOC Building



Chinese Restaurant

Chinese Restaurant

The inspiration for this modular building came from 
a challenge to build some representation of Chinese 

New Year and celebrations. This was my entry. The 
model is vibrant and bursts with colour. The bottom 

section showcases the main restaurant with a lush 
garden leading up to the entrance. A few tables 
are out on the terraces, with the reception and 

preparation area inside. The second floor has 
another table and a storage area.



Chinese Restaurant

The Greenhouse

On the upper floor, we have a quaint 
greenhouse with many different 
plants. The horticulturist is attending 
to her collection in much detail.



Chinese Restaurant



Vignettes
Small, but packed with detail



Vignettes

Santa’s Busted!

In this fun vignette, a little girl discovers Santa’s visit to their living room. 
She carefully hides while Santa goes about his business, delivering gifts.  
This MOC earned first place in the zaLUG Christmas challenge.

The Blacksmith

A medieval blacksmith working on a 
weapon in his forge. This MOC earned 
first place in the zaLUG Vignette 
Challenge.



Vignettes

The Date
Celebrating gay pride, this MOC 
depicts two guys on a date in a lovely 
garden setting, overlooking the valley.

Batman in the loo
Even superheroes need some time 
away from the bustle of crime-fighting. 
This is perhaps one of the most fun, 
tongue-in-cheek MOCs that draws a 
tremendous amount of attention at 
brick fairs.

The Heist
A woman is blissfully unaware of the drama unfolding deep 
underground after an adventurer have raided an ancient ruin 
and stole all the treasure, making a quick getaway in a minecart. 
This MOC earned 4th place in the zaLUG Vignette Challenge.



Mech Ant Speeder
Mechanical Creature



Mech Ant Speeder

Mech Ant Speeder

This model started it’s life as a digital 
entry into a zaLUG challenge to build 
some type of speeder. Not wanting 
to go with the conventional idea of 
a speeder with wheels or hovering 
ability, I decided to go for something 
with mechanical legs. I imagined a 
world where the participants fashion 
these massive machines from metal 
in the shape of insects to race one 
another.



Mech Ant Speeder



Micropolis
Microscale city builds based on the 
TwinLUG standard



Micropolis

Redesigning the standard

One of the main team-builds the 
zaLUG completed in 2019 was 
the Micropolis city build. With the 
TwinLUG Micropolis standard in 
place, the team had a core to work off 
for most of the inner city design took 
shape fast. 

What lacked was a standardised 
way to create a coastline that would 
seamlessly fit into the standard. This 
was where the challenge came in to 
create a new set pf modules anyone 
that would add to the coast can follow 
and implement.

A standard TwinLUG module

A series of redesigned modules into a 
coastline, easy to use and adapt.



Micropolis

Umhlanga Whalebone Pier

Even within the coastline standard, it was quite 
easy to add and improvise to create unique coastal 
features. This group of 4 modules was intended as a 
homage to the whalebone pier in Umhlanga Rocks, 
Durban.

Shipping Port

The shipping port was another interpretation, with 
a set of 4 modules, of the coastline, incorporating a 

crane, cargo ship and container yard.



Micropolis

River Mouth

This was perhaps the most significant push 
in a variation of the design of these modules. 

It spans an impressive 8 modules, carving a 
river mouth emerging from an underground 

source towards the top of the model, 
surrounded by an informal promenade with 

some stall shops. Another impressive feature 
is a suspension bridge, spanning the river.



Micropolis



BlockBlaze
Contributing to the South African 
Adult Fans of LEGO community



BlockBlaze

So what is BlockBlaze?

I am quite passionate about the South 
African LEGO community. So much 
so that I decided to put my skills as 
a Multimedia Designer to good use, 
and decided to create a YouTube 
community around the South African 
Adult fans of LEGO.

I aim to promote the fantastic stories 
in the local AFOL community have 
to share. How they got into LEGO®, 
what their favourite things are about 
the blocks, and facts, tips and tricks 
they may have to share with the 
community.

At this stage, the show is a labour of 
love with no sponsorship supporting 
the show. I do aim to eventually 
involve more interviews with people 
abroad and grow the channel to an 
international audience.

BlockBlaze recently celebrated its 
30th episode.

https://youtube.com/blockblaze

https://facebook.com/legoblockblaze

https://blockblaze.co.za/



BlockBlaze



Thank you!
Thank you for your time and for allowing me to 
present my portfolio. 

For more information about me and the work I 
do, please visit one of these links.

Shine | www.shine.co.za 
Personal Site | www.peterfurstenberg.co.za  
Mobile | +27 82 786 2674 
Email | peterf@shine.co.za

25 brick limit challenge


